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COUNTY, MARSHALL FACING LAWSUIT

   BELLEFONTE -- The county, District Attorney Michael Madeira and his former
assistant Lance Marshall are being sued by a victim of domestic violence who says she
was sexually harassed by Marshall as part of a pattern of behavior that went
unpunished for years. The suit, filed Friday in Centre County Court, claims the woman
was one of many toward whom Marshall made sexual advances, comments or acted in
some way inappropriately. It states that Madeira was warned by local law enforcement
and some county officials of such behavior by Marshall.
    "The allegations are that Mr. Marshall used his office for his own interest," said the
woman's attorney, Bernard Cantorna. "A victim of abuse comes in in a vulnerable
position, looking to the system to protect their interests. It turned the system on its head."
    Marshall said Friday he had not yet seen the lawsuit, and so wouldn't comment on it.
    He resigned Dec. 30 after a decade with the District At torney's Office. He primarily
handled cases involving victims of sexual and domestic violence, Cantorna said.
    The woman suing was the victim of a domestic violence case against her fiance,
which Marshall was prosecuting. The day after Marshall's resignation, the woman
spoke to the Centre Daily Times and shared numerous sexually explicit text messages
she said Marshall had sent to her from his county-issued cell phone.
    Madeira said Friday that the woman's allegations prompted Marshall's resignation.
    "This is a pending legal matter, so I'm really not able to comment specifically," Madeira
said. "But I can say that until the person in this matter approached me in December of
2008, I never met with anyone who alleged this type of inappropriate conduct against
Marshall. As soon as I heard it, I met with him, and he immediately resigned his position
as assistant district attorney."
    The three Centre County commissioners would not comment on the lawsuit and
referred questions to Madeira. "He is an independently elected official," said Board of
Commissioners Chairman Jon Eich, "and is responsible for what happens in his office."
    The lawsuit asks for "relief the court deems appropriate" for the woman.
    "This is not about the money," Cantorna said. "This is about holding those people
accountable." The suit alleges that several times Marshall told the woman that he'd get
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her fiance out of jail, as she wanted, if she had sex with him.
    "Marshall indicated to (the woman) that it would only take one-half hour or one hour
and if she came over he promised her (the defendant) would be released from jail at the
time of the sentencing," the lawsuit states.
    In another incident, the woman alleges that Marshall told her to meet him and his
secretary at a State College restaurant to sign some papers. When she arrived, he was
alone and had no papers, the suit alleges. Instead, it says, he tried to persuade her to lie
when testifying against her fiance.
    The woman states that she told him she would not lie and left, and that Marshall
followed her to another location and "requested that she not mention the conversation
they had regarding her testimony to the jury."
    In addition to 250 text messages allegedly received in a little more than two weeks,
the lawsuit says Marshall left the woman phone messages explaining "what he wanted
to do to (the woman) sexually."
    She is suing Marshall for invasion of privacy, intentional infliction of emotional
distress, and violation of her civil rights for allegedly listening to recorded phone
conversations she had with her jailed fiance.
    Madeira, the lawsuit alleges, "failed to take appropriate action to limit, remedy or
protect members of the public, victims in the system, or employees of the Centre County
Courthouse."
    It states that the county Human Resources Department received complaints about
Marshall, but specifies only one: a complaint from former probation officer Chrissie
Prisk. Prisk last month told the CDT she complained after years of unwanted sexual
comments from Marshall. The lawsuit also states: "Contrary to previous policy, Mr.
Marshall often interviewed female victims without a police officer present or a victim
witness advocate. Mr. Marshall was observed to spend inordinate amounts of time with
female victims and witnesses."
    According to the lawsuit, when Madeira was elected, he was told by a county
commissioner that Marshall should be fired. Later, it states, "representatives of the State
College Police Department advised (Madeira's office) that Mr. Marshall's conduct was
questionable."
    The lawsuit also cites a case involving Samantha Ross, formerly Samantha Shawley,
who was tried last fall on charges she injured her children in a drunken driving crash.
    The children's father, Adam Shawley, told the CDT and Madeira that Marshall made
several comments about how attractive his ex-wife is. Marshall, at the time, said he was
simply trying to explain that attractive people often seem more credible to jurors.
    Madeira's supervision of Marshall was "grossly inadequate," the suit states, and his
failure to investigate or address Marshall's "pervasive predatory propensities" led to the
harm inflicted on the woman who is suing and "other female members of the Centre
County Courthouse."
    Sara Ganim can be reached at 231-4616.
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